CLAY PIGEON SHOOTING

MEATH REGIONAL GAME COUNCIL
CLAY PIGEON CHAMPIONSHIPS

The 2011 Meath R.G.C. Clay Pigeon Championships were held over five different courses, on five consecutive weekends  – Fingal Sporting Shooting Grounds  (30/04/11), - Batterstown Shooting Grounds  (07/05/11), - Courtlough Shooting  Grounds (14/05/11), - Drumman Shooting Grounds (21/05/11)  and Rathe House Shooting Grounds  (28/05/11).
This year’s attendance was up on last year, with nineteen clubs being represented compared to sixteen clubs last year and an average of eighty guns shooting per day compared to seventy five guns per day last year.
Each day consisted of fifty targets (five stands of ten targets), all based on the sporting discipline i.e. Springing Teal, Dropping Duck, Crossers, Incomers and Fur and Feather etc.,
Top scores on each day were as follows:-  

Fingal Sporting:- 1st  John Farrell (50); 2nd David Dillon (48); 3rd = Stephen Porter (46), David Strickland (46) and Michael Rooney  (46); Batterstown:- 1st Maurice Curran (48); 2nd= Peter Hanifan (47); David Dillon (47) and David Strickland (47); Courtlough:- 1st= John Mulligan (48), Paul Byrne (48) and Naji Elmayss (48); Duleek:- 1st David Dillon (47); 2nd= John Mulligan (45), Paul Byrne (45), Peter Hanifian (45), Brian Hanratty (45) and Stephen Porter (45); Castletown & Nobber:- 1st= Sean Rothwell (48) and  Peter Hanifan (48); 3rd= Mark Devine (44). It should be noted that John Farrell’s 50 straight on the opening shoot was only the third ever 50 straight achieved at a Meath Championship Shoot. The previous 50 straights were achieved by Gerry Clarke (2010) and David Dillon (2009).
The results of the Meath Regional Game Council Clay Pigeon Championships were as follows:
Individual Championships:

1st David Dillon (Kenstown),  2nd Peter Hanifan (Kilmessan),  3rd John Mulligan (Drumconrath),  4th Stephen Porter (Drumconrath),  5th Paul Byrne (Batterstown),  6th David Strickland (Batterstown),  7th Michael Rooney (C&N), 8th John Farrell (MBH),  9th Naji Elmayss (Drumconrath),  10th Sean Rothwell (Bellewstown),  11th Gerry Clarke (Drumconrath),  12th Maurice Curran (Donaghmore).  
Ladies Championships:

1st Anne Moore (Bellewstown),  2nd Claire Mooney (Carnaross),  3rd Jennifer McDonnell, 4th Nicola Kearns (Bellewstown), 5th Frances McManus (Killary).

Super Veteran Championships:

1st Barry Lynch (Drumman),  2nd Tom Kenny (Drumman),  3rd Willie Irwin (Bellewstown),  4th  Paddy Matthews (Bellewstown), 5th Ian Faulkner (Bellewstown).  

Veterans Championships:

1st Dennis Farrell (Donaghmore), 2nd  BrianGarvey (C&N), 3rd Maurice Keegan (Bellewstown), 4th Thomas Murray (Drumman), 5th Kevin Howard (Bellewstown).

Under 21 Championships:

1st John Clarke (Drumconrath),  2nd Gary McManus (Killiary),  3rd Tim O’Connor (Bellewstown),  4th Chris Brady (Kells),   5th Patrick Cosbie (Drumconrath).
Side by Side Championships:

1st Robert Irwin (Bellewstown),  2nd Ziad Chammas (Drumconrath),  3rd John Mulligan (Drumconrath), 4th Noel Power (Donaghmore), 5th Ken Murray (Bellewstown).

All of the above named individuals have been picked to represent Meath at the Leinster Championships to be held at Fingal Sporting grounds on 26th June 2011  (Club, Ladies, Veteran, Super Veterans, Under 21 and Side by Side) & 3rd  July 2011 (County) and at the All Ireland Championships to be held at Ardee Shooting Grounds on 9th  July 2011 (County, Ladies, Veterans and Super Veterans) & 10th July 2011 (Club, Under 21s and Side by Side).
Club Championships: 

 1st Drumconrath,  2nd Killary,   3rd Bellewstown,  4th  Donaghmore,  5th C&N,  6th   Batterstown, 7th Drumman,  8th Dunshaughlin,  9th Carnaross,  10th Higginstown,  11th Kilmessan,12th  Athboy,  13th Kentstown,  14th MBH,  15th Ballivor,  16th Kells, 17th Slane, 18th Lagore and 19th Drumree.
Full details of all the results can be seen on:- www.fingalsports.com  or  www.rathehouse.ie or  www.sportsden.ie

The competitors would like to express their gratitude to Flogas Ireland, who has very generously agreed to sponsor the 2011 Meath Shooting Team.

The competitors would also like to thank Bill and Liam Flynn (Courtlough Shooting Grounds), Barry Lynch and Sean Donnelly (Drumman Shooting Grounds), Paul Byrne and Peter Hanifan (Batterstown Shooting Grounds), Chris  Lindsay and John Kavanagh (Fingal Sporting Shooting Grounds), John Mulligan and Brian Garvey (Rathe House Shooting Grounds)  and their respective teams for the efficient and friendly manner in which they run their excellent shooting grounds. 
In addition, the competitors would like to thank Tom Shiels and Adrian Williamson for their hard work in the office and finally a special thank you to John Mulligan the man who made it all happen. 

